
In the face of a second Trump term and amid ongoing threats to our democratic system --
state and local leaders are on the frontlines. Here are nine keys from our memo on fighting
back and leading forward.

THE PLAN 
How State and Local Leaders Respond to Trump’s Second Term

Sue the Administration
Use the courts to block harmful executive orders and hold Trump accountable.

 Reject Preemptive Compliance
Do not weaken values or policies out of fear — stand firm for fairness and equal opportunity for all.

Amplify Truth & Fight Disinformation
Expose lies, elevate trusted voices, and share real stories from communities.

Center Human Stories
Highlight how policies impact families, workers, and small businesses on the ground.

Educate & Engage Congress
Equip federal lawmakers with facts and firsthand accounts from local communities

 Listen to Voters First
Shape policies based on what voters say matters most: housing, healthcare, jobs, and costs.

Deliver Tangible Solutions
Cut housing red tape, drive clean energy growth, and use tech to improve services.

Prepare for Crises
Build local resilience against public health, economic, and environmental emergencies.

Lead with Courage & Vision
Govern with tenacity and boldness — be the firewall for democracy and the bridge to a better future.

“We can’t just oppose what’s happening — we have to offer a message and ideas that attract
and deliver for a majority of Americans.”   — Debbie Cox Bultan, CEO, NewDEAL Leaders

For a deeper dive, read the full memo at www.newdealleaders.org


